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ABSTRACT

This study examines the role of military capability in addressing security concerns
during the 2023 general elections in Oyo State, Nigeria. Against the backdrop of
escalating security challenges including political violence, ethnic conflicts, and
banditry the research evaluate the effectiveness of military intervention in ensuring
electoral security, its impact on voter behavior, and the integrity of the democratic
process. Employing a mixed-method approach, the study integrates qualitative
interviews with key stakeholders and quantitative analysis of electoral data to assess
the military’s performance. Findings reveal that while military presence reduced
electoral violence by 23% and safeguarded 89% of electoral materials, it also raised
concerns about voter intimidation, political bias, and suppressed voter turnout,
particularly in rural areas. The study concludes that while military involvement is
critical for short-term security, its long-term implications for democratic governance
necessitate reforms to balance security needs with electoral transparency and public
trust.
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INTRODUCTION

The most populous nation in Africa,
Nigeria, has recently had to deal with
serious security issues that have had a big
impact on democracy and government,
especially during election seasons. A
variety of problems, such as insurgencies,
banditry, terrorism, ethnic conflicts, and
societal violence, combine to form the

nation's  security environment. The
Nigerian Armed Forces and law
enforcement  agencies are  under

tremendous strain due to these security
problems, which raises major worries
about their capacity to uphold law and
order and safeguard citizens during
crucial events like elections (Omoyele,
2023).

Millions of people have been displaced
and the region has been destabilized for
more than ten years by insurgencies in the
Northeast headed by
organizations like Boko Haram and the
Islamic State West Africa Province
(ISWAP). In the meantime, armed
robbery and banditry have increased in
frequency in the Northwest and North-
Central areas, escalating concerns about

that are

the military's and police's capacity to
bring about order. With militancy in the
Niger Delta, separatist movements in the
Southeast, and an increase in ethnic and
political violence in the Southwest, the
southern parts of Nigeria are not exempt
from these difficulties (Olaniyi, 2021).

Situated in the Southwest, Oyo State is
one of Nigeria's most important states in
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terms of politics and culture. In recent
years, there have been increased security
issues, including ethnic confrontations,
political violence, kidnappings, and rural
banditry. Oyo has always been a hub for
political engagement, and fierce rivalry
between opposing groups and political
parties has influenced the city's political
climate. Militants and other armed groups
have become more prevalent in the state,
and they have occasionally fought
violently, particularly during election
seasons (Ibrahim, 2023).

There has been much discussion about
the military's role in Nigeria's security
and election procedures. The military's
role in election security has sparked
about the militarization of
politics, despite the Nigerian
Constitution's mandate that it defend the
country's integrity and sovereignty. The
military was sent to Oyo State and other
areas in response to the escalating
security threats, particularly during the
general elections in 2023, in order to
defend polling places, protect election
supplies, and stop electoral violence. But
there has been some debate about this

worries

heightened military presence. Whether
the military's presence has improved
electoral security or
perception of political bias and electoral
manipulation has been questioned by
some analysts (Adepoju, 2023).

Because political parties and candidates
were concerned about the effect of
electoral violence on voter turnout and
the integrity of the electoral process, the

increased the
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general elections of 2023 were held in an
atmosphere of increased insecurity.
Conflicts between political factions, the
abduction of election officials, and the
eviction of residents as a result of bloody
ethnic conflicts were among the security
issues that Oyo State in particular had to
deal with. Preventing violence and
making sure the election went smoothly
were the duties assigned to the Nigerian
military, which worked alongside the
police and other security organizations
including the Nigerian Security and Civil
Defence Corps (NSCDC) (Akinwumi &
Adedeji, 2023).

Despite  the  military's  significant
contribution to election security, concerns
have been raised over its suitability. Even
though the military has played a crucial
role in maintaining public safety and
reducing violence, its presence in election
locations can occasionally be interpreted
as intimidating or politically biased,
especially in states with a history of
electoral fraud. Scholars, politicians, and
civil society organizations continue to
disagree about how much military
intervention can safeguard elections
without jeopardizing the democratic
process (Abubakar & Bassey, 2022).

In preserving national security and
assisting the government in combating
internal challenges, the Nigerian military
has been essential. The military's duty has
expanded in recent years beyond
traditional defense against foreign threats
to include fighting organized crime,
combatting insurgencies, and resolving
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domestic violence, all of which have
afflicted various parts of the nation.
However, worries about the militarization
of governance and its effects on
democratic principles have been raised by
the growing tendency of military
interference in  domestic problems,
including the electoral process. The
Nigerian military's growing involvement
in elections has raised questions about
whether its presence enhances or detracts
from democratic processes, despite the
military's constitutional duty to protect
the country (Ejiofor & Okafor, 2022).

Election-related  issues like  voter
suppression, electoral violence, and
election malpractice have plagued

Nigeria's electoral history. Because of
this, the military has frequently been
asked to keep the peace at crucial election
times. To control election-related
violence, stop voter intimidation, and
safeguard materials,  the
Nigerian  security  apparatus—which
includes the military, police, and other
paramilitary groups—has been deployed
in a variety of capacities. In states like

Oyo State that have a history of election

electoral

violence, the military's presence is
especially noticeable. Oyo State, which is
well-known for its political rivalry and
ethnic variety, has frequently
politically motivated violence,
particularly during election seasons, with
militias, armed and
political thugs actively participating in
violent clashes (Akinleye, 2023).

seen

organizations,
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Nigeria has increased security worries
during the national elections in 2023. The
election process was especially sensitive
due to separatist activity, banditry, and
insurgencies in many regions of the
nation. The government decided to
increase military presence in all states,
including Oyo, in response to persistent
threats in the Northeast, Northwest, and
Southeast. This intervention's main goals
were to protect polling places, give the
electoral process an extra layer of
security, that electoral
materials were transported smoothly, and
stop widespread
Notwithstanding these steps, concerns
were raised about how to strike a balance
between preserving a fair and impartial
electoral process and guaranteeing
security. Because there were times when
the military's participation appeared to

make sure

violence.

support specific political interests, the
Nigerian military's closely
examined for possible political bias
(Durojaiye & Olufemi, 2023).

role was

The security situation in Oyo State before
to the general elections in 2023 was
marked by a number of difficulties. The
political climate of the state has always
been characterized by intense rivalry
between political parties
groups. Violent
occasionally resulted from the historical
antagonism between the Yoruba ethnic
group and other migratory ethnic groups
in the state. These political and ethnic
divides are frequently exploited by
political thugs and militant organizations

and ethnic

conflicts have
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during election seasons, resulting in
violent clashes (Ogunleye, 2023).
Concerns regarding the safety of voters
and election officials were also raised by
the existence of bandits and kidnappers in
Oyo  State's rural areas, which
exacerbated the state's security situation.

The Nigerian military sent troops, backed
by police and paramilitary groups, to
provide security during the 2023
elections because of the unstable political
climate in Oyo State. The deployment of
the military was anticipated to prevent
political thuggery, reduce election-related
violence, and maintain the democratic
process's integrity overall. At strategic
election sites, such as polling places,
collation hubs, and regions prone to
political ~ instability, soldiers
positioned. Furthermore, the Nigerian
Army  identified and  dismantled
organizations attempting to sabotage the
electoral process through intelligence and
surveillance activities (Bello, 2023). The
military's engagement sparked worries
about its impact on the electorate in spite
of these attempts. For example, the

WEre

military was occasionally seen as an
enforcer of a specific political ideology in
regions with a history of political
violence.

In addition to fulfilling its security
mission, the military played a crucial role
in influencing public opinion during the
2023 elections. Its presence prompted
discussions on the propriety of military
participation in political procedures, even
if it also helped to prevent violence and
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safeguard  election materials. The
independence of the election process is
essential in democracies, and there is
ongoing debate regarding the military's
impact on voting patterns and political
outcomes. The militarization of elections,
according to critics, erodes public trust in
the political process and may deter people
from freely taking part (Okoro & Ajayi,
2023).

Given the complex nature of Nigeria's
security environment, it is imperative to
examine how the Nigerian military can
effectively balance its role in ensuring
security with the need to maintain a free,
fair, and transparent electoral process.
Therefore,  Oyo State's security
challenges during the 2023 general
election are representative of broader
national concerns. The state's political
and ethnic dynamics, compounded by
national security risks, provide a unique
context for evaluating the role of military
capability in ensuring the safety and
security of elections. This study aims to
explore the role of military capability in
addressing security concerns during the
2023 general elections in Oyo State by
assessing the effectiveness of military
intervention security, its
impact on voter turnout, and the overall
integrity of the electoral process.

The military intervention in Oyo State
during the 2023 elections is a microcosm
of larger issues with national security.

in election

Nigeria's security issues are complex, as
seen by the state's security worries, which
include political violence, banditry, and
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ethnic conflicts. The military's role in
election security must be carefully
considered as the nation negotiates its
democratic procedures in the face of
these obstacles to make sure that the
ideals of free and fair elections are not
jeopardized. Therefore, the purpose of
this study is to examine how military
capability contributes to security during
Oyo State's general elections in 2023,
with a focus on assessing how well the
military prevents violence, protects
electoral integrity, and upholds political
neutrality.

The main objective of this study is to
examine the military’s role in the 2023
elections and its implications for the
security and democratic process in Oyo
State and Nigeria at large, to understand
the challenges that influenced military
capability in Oyo State during election
and to understand if the presence of the
military impact voter behavior, political
participation, and the overall electoral
process in the state.

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
Military Capability

Military ~ capability  constitutes a
fundamental pillar of national security,
encompassing  the
operational readiness, strategic
effectiveness, and logistical capacity to
fulfill their constitutional —mandates
(Abubakar & Bassey, 2022). In the

Nigerian context, this concept extends

armed forces'
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beyond conventional warfare
preparedness to include the capacity to
address complex internal security

challenges, particularly during critical

democratic processes like elections
(Akinwumi & Adedeji, 2023). The
Nigerian military's effectiveness in

electoral security operations is typically
evaluated through several key parameters,
including deployment efficiency,
intelligence capabilities, and inter-agency
coordination (Bello, 2023).

The multidimensional nature of military

capability manifests through several
critical components. Operational
readiness forms  the  foundation,

representing the armed forces' state of
preparedness in terms of personnel
training, equipment functionality, and
rapid response mechanisms. During the
2023 electoral cycle, this aspect was
tested when military units were deployed
Oyo State,
demonstrating both the strengths and
limitations of Nigeria's defense apparatus
(Ogunleye, 2023). While the swift
deployment  showcased  operational
capacity, persistent challenges such as
inadequate  funding
equipment continued to
effectiveness (Olaniyi, 2021).

to volatile areas across

and  obsolete

constrain

Strategic deployment represents another
crucial dimension of military capability,
requiring meticulous planning to position
forces in high-risk locations. The
establishment of checkpoints and patrol
routes throughout Oyo State's electoral
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districts  exemplified this strategic
approach  during the 2023 polls

(Durojaiye & Olufemi, 2023). However,

operational effectiveness was
occasionally compromised by
coordination challenges with other

security agencies, leading to instances of
overlapping responsibilities and security
gaps (Okoro & Ajayi, 2023).

Intelligence gathering and surveillance
capabilities constitute a third critical
component, enabling proactive responses
to potential security threats. The Nigerian
military employed sophisticated
monitoring techniques, including aerial
surveillance and covert operations, to
track militant groups and political thugs
during the election period (Ibrahim,
2023). Nevertheless, concerns emerged
regarding the integrity of intelligence
with allegations of
information leaks and perceived political

operations,

bias undermining confidence in military
neutrality (Adepoju, 2023).

Logistical support form the
backbone  of military

operations, encompassing transportation

systems
sustained

networks, communication infrastructure,
and supply chain management. The 2023
electoral security operations in Oyo State
revealed persistent logistical constraints,
including delayed troop movements and
insufficient vehicular resources, which
adversely affected response capabilities
in some instances (Omoyele, 2023).
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The evolving role of Nigeria's military in
electoral security presents a complex
paradox. While transitioning from passive
observers to participants in
safeguarding  democratic ~ processes
(Ejiofor & Okafor, 2022), this expanded
role has simultaneously raised critical
questions about the militarization of
politics (Abubakar & Bassey, 2022). The
Oyo State experience during the 2023
elections epitomized this tension - while
military presence demonstrably reduced
inter-party clashes, isolated incidents of
voter intimidation fueled debates about

active

appropriate  security force conduct

(Akinwumi & Adedeji, 2023).

Several systemic challenges continue to
constrain optimal military performance in
context. Persistent

Nigeria's electoral

concerns about political interference have

raised questions about institutional
impartiality,  particularly = regarding
perceived allegiances to incumbent

administrations (Adepoju, 2023). Chronic
resource constraints, manifested through
inadequate budgetary allocations and
outdated equipment, have consistently
hampered  operational  effectiveness
(Olaniyi, 2021). Perhaps most damaging
to public trust are recurring allegations of
ethnic and partisan bias in security
operations, which undermine the
military's credibility as a neutral arbiter
(Okoro & Ajayi, 2023).

In  synthesis, military  capability
represents a multifaceted and dynamic

concept that plays a pivotal role in
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safeguarding electoral integrity. The
Nigerian experience demonstrates both
the indispensable value and inherent
limitations of military involvement in
democratic processes. While providing
critical security functions, persistent
structural and operational challenges
highlight the wurgent need for
comprehensive reforms to enhance
professionalism, operational efficiency,
and institutional neutrality (Bello, 2023).
The delicate balance between ensuring

electoral  security and  preserving
democratic norms remains an ongoing
challenge that requires continuous

evaluation and policy refinement.
Electoral Security

Electoral  security refers to the
comprehensive framework of measures
implemented to safeguard the integrity,
fairness, and peaceful conduct of
democratic elections (Birch, 2011). In the
Nigerian context, electoral security
encompasses both physical protection of
electoral processes and the preservation
of democratic norms against various
forms of subversion (Omoyele, 2023).
This concept has gained particular
relevance in light of Nigeria's evolving
security challenges that increasingly
threaten the sanctity of electoral

processes (Ibrahim, 2023).

The multidimensional nature of electoral
security manifests through several critical
components.  Physical  security of
electoral materials and  personnel
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constitutes the most visible aspect,
requiring robust protection mechanisms
for sensitive materials such as ballot
papers, result sheets, and biometric
devices (Akinwumi & Adedeji, 2023).
During the 2023 elections in Oyo State,
this involved coordinated efforts between
military, police, and civil defense units to
secure storage facilities and
transportation routes (Bello, 2023).
However, persistent incidents of material
hijacking in some local government areas
demonstrated vulnerabilities
security arrangements (Ogunleye, 2023).

in these

Personnel security represents another
dimension, focusing on the
protection  of  electoral  officials,
observers, and voters. The Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC)
reported over 50 incidents of violence
against polling officials during the 2023
electoral cycle in Southwest Nigeria, with
Oyo State accounting for nearly 40% of
these cases (INEC Annual Report, 2023).
This necessitated the deployment of
specialized security details for INEC
staff, particularly in high-risk areas like
Ibadan North and Ogbomosho (Adepoju,
2023).

crucial

Cybersecurity has emerged as a critical
frontier in electoral security, with
Nigeria's digital infrastructure
facing increasing threats. The 2023
elections witnessed sophisticated
attempts to compromise the INEC
Results  Viewing  Portal  (IReV),
prompting the deployment of

voting
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cybersecurity experts from the Office of
the National Security Adviser (ONSA) to

fortify digital systems (Durojaiye &
Olufemi, 2023). These challenges
highlighted the growing intersection

between physical and digital security in
modern electoral processes (Okoro &
Ajayi, 2023).

The psychological dimension of electoral
security, often overlooked, plays a pivotal
role in voter participation and confidence.
Research conducted across six local
governments in Oyo State revealed that
62% of respondents cited security
concerns as a factor influencing their
voting decisions (Oyo State Voter Survey,
2023). This perception management
aspect underscores the importance of
visible, professional security presence
that reassures rather than intimidates
voters (Ejiofor & Okafor, 2022).

Nigeria's electoral security framework
operates within a complex legal and
institutional architecture. The Electoral
Act 2022 provides the statutory basis for
security arrangements, while the Inter-
Agency Consultative Committee on
Election Security (ICCES) serves as the
coordinating platform for multiple
security agencies (Abubakar & Bassey,

2022). However, critics argue that
overlapping mandates and inter-agency
rivalries frequently undermine

operational effectiveness, particularly in
hotspot areas (Olaniyi, 2021).
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The 2023 elections in Oyo State
presented unique security challenges that
tested this framework. Pre-election
violence involving rival political factions
in Saki and Iseyin resulted in the death of
15 persons and displacement of over 200
residents (Oyo State Security Report,
2023). These incidents prompted the
controversial declaration of a 48-hour
curfew in affected areas, raising debates
about the proportionality of security
measures (Ibrahim, 2023). Post-election
analyses  credited the  military's
"Operation  Safe  Conduct"  with
preventing wider violence, though civil
society groups documented 22 cases of
alleged human rights abuses by security
personnel (CDD Election Report, 2023).

Emerging trends in electoral security
point to evolving threats that require
adaptive responses. The proliferation of
small arms and light weapons among
political thugs has significantly raised the
stakes of electoral violence (Small Arms
Survey, 2023). Simultaneously, the
weaponization of social media for
misinformation campaigns has created
new vulnerabilities in the electoral
process (Premium Times, 2023). These
developments
refinement of Nigeria's electoral security
architecture to address both traditional

necessitate  continuous

and non-traditional threats
2023).

(Omoyele,

The international dimension of electoral
security has gained prominence, with
regional bodies like ECOWAS playing
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increasing roles in election observation
and security assistance. The ECOWAS
Standby Force was placed on alert during
Nigeria's 2023 elections, marking a
significant development in regional
electoral security cooperation (ECOWAS
Report, 2023). This external involvement,
while valuable, has also sparked debates

about national sovereignty and the
appropriateness of foreign security
interventions in  domestic electoral

processes (Akinwumi & Adedeji, 2023).

Furthermore, electoral security in Nigeria
represents a dynamic and multifaceted
challenge  that balanced,
professional approaches. The 2023 Oyo
State experience demonstrated both the
critical importance of robust security

requires

measures and the delicate balance
required to protect electoral integrity
without undermining democratic

participation (Bello, 2023). As Nigeria
continues to refine its electoral processes,
the evolution of its security frameworks
will remain pivotal to achieving credible,
peaceful elections that enjoy broad public
confidence (Adepoju, 2023). Future
reforms must address current
shortcomings while anticipating emerging
threats increasingly complex
security landscape (Okoro & Ajayi,

2023).

in an

Militarization of Politics

The militarization of politics represents a
critical phenomenon in contemporary
governance, referring to the increasing
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involvement and influence of military
institutions in political processes that
traditionally fall under civilian domain
(Luckham, 2018). In Nigeria, this trend
has manifested most prominently in the
electoral  process, where military
personnel have become ubiquitous actors
in election security operations (Adepoju,
2023). The 2023 general elections in Oyo
State provided a compelling case study of
this phenomenon, revealing both its
perceived necessity and inherent dangers
to democratic consolidation (Ibrahim,
2023).

The historical roots of political
militarization in Nigeria trace back to
prolonged military rule (1966-1979 and
1983-1999), which established enduring
patterns of military
governance (Adekanye, 2022). Despite
Nigeria's transition to civilian rule in
1999, the military has
significant influence in political affairs,
particularly during elections (Omoyele,
2023). This persistent
reflects what scholars term the "garrison
mentality" - a governance approach that
privileges security solutions to political
challenges (Nwolise, 2022). The 2023
this mentality
operationalized through the deployment

involvement in

maintained

involvement

elections saw

of over 300,000 military personnel
nationwide, including substantial
numbers in  Oyo State (Defense

Headquarters Report, 2023).

Several key indicators demonstrate the
extent of political militarization during
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the 2023 electoral cycle. First, the
military assumed roles traditionally
reserved for civil police, including crowd
control at polling units and protection of
electoral officials (Akinwumi & Adedeji,

2023). Second, military checkpoints
became ubiquitous features of the
electoral landscape, with over 150

established across Oyo State alone (Oyo
State Security Command Report, 2023).
Third, military personnel increasingly
engaged in beyond their
constitutional mandate, such as mediating
political disputes and enforcing curfews
in perceived hotspots (Human Rights
Watch, 2023).

activities

The consequences of this militarization
manifest in  multiple dimensions.
Psychologically, the visible presence of
armed soldiers created what scholars term
an "atmosphere of siege" that potentially
suppressed voter turnout in sensitive
areas (Bello, 2023). Quantitative analysis
of wvoter participation in Oyo State
revealed a 15%
constituencies with heavy military
presence compared to those with minimal
deployment (CDD Election Report,
2023). Institutionally, the phenomenon
has contributed

lower turnout in

to what Olonisakin
(2022) describes as the "securitization of
democracy," where electoral processes
become framed primarily as security

challenges rather than political exercises.

The militarization of politics raises
critical constitutional questions regarding

the appropriate role of armed forces in a
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democracy. Nigeria's 1999 Constitution
(as amended) clearly delineates the
military's role to defending territorial
integrity, with no explicit provision for

internal  security operations during
elections (Section 217, CFRN 1999).
Legal scholars have increasingly

questioned the constitutional basis for
massive military deployments during
elections, arguing that it represents an
overreach of executive power (Ojo,
2023). The Nigerian Bar Association's
Election Working Group documented 47
instances of alleged military overreach
during the 2023 polls, including
unauthorized searches and detention of
political actors (NBA Report, 2023).

that
broader

Comparative perspectives reveal
Nigeria's experience
patterns in
Across Africa, countries like Kenya,
Zimbabwe, and the Democratic Republic
of Congo have similarly grappled with
the tension between electoral security and
military overreach (Harkness, 2021).
However, Nigeria's case stands out for the
scale and institutionalization of military
involvement, with each electoral cycle

mirrors

transitional democracies.

since 1999 witnessing progressively
greater deployments (International IDEA,
2023). This trend contrasts sharply with
established democracies where military
roles in elections are strictly limited and

regulated (Birch, 2011).

Civil  society have
documented the

political militarization.

organizations
democratic costs of
The CLEEN
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Foundation's election monitoring
revealed that military presence, while
reducing overt violence, often created
subtle forms of voter suppression through
intimidation tactics (CLEEN Report,
2023).  Particularly  affected
opposition strongholds in Oyo State,
where reports emerged of military
personnel engaging in partisan activities
such as restricting movement of known
opposition supporters (Premium Times,
2023). These allegations, though difficult
to verify conclusively, point to the
potential for militarization to distort
electoral outcomes.

WEre

The phenomenon also impacts military
professionalism and
relations. Research indicates that frequent

civil-military

involvement in political processes erodes

military neutrality and institutional
discipline (Ebo, 2022). The 2023
elections saw unprecedented public

complaints from senior military officers
about political pressure to compromise
their neutrality (Military Sources cited in
Punch, 2023). Such developments risk
transforming the military from a neutral
state institution into a politicized actor,
with  long-term  consequences for
democratic stability (Adekanye, 2022).

Emerging scholarship suggests that
political ~ militarization creates path
dependencies that are difficult to reverse.
Once military involvement in elections
becomes normalized, as in Nigeria's case,

and
resist

it establishes
institutional interests

expectations
that
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demilitarization (Nwolise, 2022). The
defense establishment's growing
budgetary allocations for election security
operations - increasing by 300% between
2015 and 2023 - illustrates this
institutionalization trend (Budget Office
of the Federation, 2023).

Alternative  approaches to electoral
security exist but face implementation
challenges. The 'civilian protection"
model, successfully employed in Ghana's
elections, emphasizes community
policing and intelligence-led operations
rather than military show of force
(Gyimah-Boadi, 2022). Nigeria's peculiar
security challenges, make
complete demilitarization unlikely in the
near term, necessitating instead reforms

however,

to make military involvement more
regulated, accountable, and professional

(Adepoju, 2023).
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Securitization Theory

Securitization theory, originating from the
Copenhagen School of international
relations, provides a critical framework
for  understanding  how  military
involvement in elections becomes
normalized within democratic systems
(Buzan, Waver, & de Wilde, 1998). This
examines how

theoretical approach

certain issues become framed as
existential threats requiring emergency
measures beyond normal political
procedures (Balzacq, 2011). In the

Nigerian context, the theory helps explain
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the progressive militarization of electoral
processes since the return to democracy
in 1999 (Nwolise, 2022).

The theory's core premise posits that
security emerges through speech acts
where securitizing actors (typically
political elites) declare particular referent
objects (like elections) as threatened and
requiring extraordinary measures
(Williams, 2003). Nigeria's electoral
security discourse perfectly illustrates this
process, with successive administrations
framing elections as national security
imperatives requiring military
intervention  (Adepoju, 2023). For
instance, President Buhari's 2023 New
Year address explicitly characterized the
upcoming elections as "a war against
forces,"

anti-democratic effectively

securitizing  the electoral  process

(Presidential Media Office, 2023).

Three key components of securitization
theory manifest clearly in Nigeria's
electoral security landscape:

1. Securitizing Actors: In Nigeria's case,
these include the presidency, national
security  apparatus, and  electoral
management bodies. The National
Security  Adviser's 2023  directive
declaring elections as "critical national
infrastructure"” exemplifies this
securitizing move (Office of the NSA,
2023).
discursive

Such declarations create the

conditions for deploying

military assets normally reserved for
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conventional warfare

Adedeji, 2023).

(Akinwumi &

2. Referent Objects: The theory identifies
what is being secured. Nigerian
authorities have progressively expanded
referent objects from physical electoral
materials (2003-2011) to include voters
(2015), digital infrastructure (2019), and
ultimately democracy itself (2023)
(Omoyele, 2023). This expansion justifies
escalating security measures with each
electoral cycle (Ibrahim, 2023).

3. Audience Acceptance: Successful
securitization that relevant
audiences (public, media, international

requires

community) accept the threat framing.
Nigerian media's portrayal of elections as
"battlegrounds" "

war  zones"
demonstrates

and
this acceptance (Punch
Newspaper, 2023). Civil society's muted
response to military deployments further
indicates normalized securitization (CDD

Report, 2023).

The
distinct

securitization  process  follows

stages evident in Nigeria's

electoral history:

Pre-securitization Phase (1999-2003):
Military involvement was minimal and
controversial, with security largely
handled by police (Human Rights Watch,
2004).

Initial Securitization (2007-2011): Post-
election violence in 2007 and 2011 led to
framing elections as security threats,
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justifying greater military role

(International Crisis Group, 2011).

Institutionalized Securitization (2015-
present): Military deployment became
routinized, with 2023 seeing the largest-
ever deployment (Defense Headquarters,
2023). The establishment of "Operation
Safe Conduct" as a permanent electoral
security framework  marks this
institutionalization ~ (Nigerian  Army,
2023).

Critically, securitization theory helps
alternative  approaches
struggle to gain traction. The "security

first" framing marginalizes discussions

explain  why

about police reform or community-based
security (Ebo, 2022). As
Waever (2011) notes, once an issue
becomes securitized, it tends to remain

solutions

within the security paradigm due to
institutional inertia and vested interests.

The theory also illuminates the
democratic costs of securitization. By
removing electoral security from normal
political debate, securitization reduces
transparency and accountability
(Adebanwi, 2023). The Nigerian
military's resistance to civilian oversight
of election operations exemplifies this
democratic deficit (Transparency
International, 2023). Furthermore, the

emergency framing justifies extraordinary

measures that would otherwise be
unacceptable, such as  movement
restrictions and militarized policing

(Amnesty International, 2023).
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Comparative applications of
theory Nigeria's
unique trajectory. While countries like
Kenya and Bangladesh have similarly
securitized elections, Nigeria stands out
for the scale and duration of military
involvement (Harkness, 2021). The
ECOWAS region shows varying degrees
of electoral securitization, with Ghana
representing a counter-model of civilian-
led election security (Gyimah-Boadi,
2022).

securitization reveal

Emerging critiques argue that Nigeria's
experience  challenges
theory's assumption of exceptionalism.
What began as extraordinary measures
have become institutionalized routine,
suggesting a need to theorize "normalized
securitization" (Adejumobi, 2023). The
2023 elections saw military deployment
treated not as an exception but as
standard procedure, with budgets and
operational plans prepared years in
advance (Budget Office, 2023).

securitization

The theory's predictive value is evident in
recent developments. The securitization
framework anticipated the expansion of
military roles into cyberspace, with the
2023 elections seeing the Nigerian Cyber
Command actively monitoring
media for "threats to electoral integrity"
(ONSA, 2023). This aligns with Buzan's
(2015) later work on the expansion of
security sectors in digital domains.

social

Future research directions suggested by
securitization theory include:
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1. The political economy of electoral
securitization  (who  benefits  from
militarized elections?) (Ojo, 2023)

2. The generational impact of normalized
military presence on democratic culture
(Nwolise, 2023)

3. Comparative studies of
desecuritization attempts in other African
contexts (Adebanwi, 2023)

Lastly, securitization theory provides
powerful tools for analyzing Nigeria's
electoral security paradigm. The 2023
Oyo State elections demonstrated both
the theory's explanatory power and its
limitations in contexts where emergency
becomes routine. Moving forward, the
theory suggests the need for deliberate
desecuritization strategies to restore
electoral security to the political realm
(Buzan & Waver, 2003). However, as
Nigeria's  experience  shows, once
established, processes
develop institutional momentum that
resists reform (Adepoju, 2023). This

fundamental tensions between

securitization

creates
short-term security needs and long-term
democratic consolidation that remain
unresolved (Ibeanu, 2023).

Military Involvement in Elections:

Global Perspectives

The phenomenon of military involvement
in electoral processes presents a complex
global pattern with significant variations
systems and regions
Comparative

across political

(Birch, 2011). analysis
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reveals that military roles in elections
range from overt
regulated assistance, largely determined
by each nation's democratic maturity and
civil-military relations (Croissant et al.,
2013). This section examines these global
patterns through three distinct categories
of military-electoral interaction, drawing
on empirical evidence from multiple
continents.

interventionism to

Authoritarian Contexts:

In  outright authoritarian  regimes,
militaries frequently serve as regime
protection  forces during elections

(Geddes et al, 2018). The 2020
Belarusian elections demonstrated this
pattern, where military units
deployed to suppress protests against
electoral fraud (Freedom House, 2021).
Similarly, in Egypt's 2018 presidential
elections, the military's visible presence
at polling stations served dual purposes:
preventing opposition mobilization while
symbolizing regime strength (Brownlee,

were

2020). These cases exemplify what
Svolik (2012) terms "electoral
authoritarianism," where militaries
become  instruments of  electoral
manipulation rather than  security
providers.

Transitional Democracies:

Nations undergoing democratic
transitions  present more complex
scenarios. Thailand's 2019 elections,

conducted under military supervision
after the 2014 coup, illustrated the

JPIR VOL 1 NO 2 (2025)

"guided democracy" model (McCargo,
2019). The Myanmar military's continued
electoral influence despite nominal
democratization (2020 elections) further
demonstrates how militaries can retain
political veto powers (Egreteau, 2021).
Latin America's experience shows
cyclical patterns, with countries like
Guatemala (2019) and Honduras (2017)
using military forces for electoral security
while  struggling with  democratic
consolidation (Pérez, 2020).

Established Democracies:

Even mature democracies occasionally
employ military assets during elections,
but within strictly legal frameworks
(Lutterbeck, 2013). The United States'
deployment of National Guard units to
protect polling stations during the 2020

elections represented an exceptional
response to unprecedented security
concerns (Brennan  Center, 2021).
Similarly, France's use of military

personnel after the 2015 terrorist attacks
to secure electoral sites demonstrated
how established democracies maintain

clear legal boundaries for such
deployments (Shapiro & Bénédicte,
2017).

Regional Patterns:

Africa presents particularly instructive
cases for Nigeria's context. Kenya's 2017
elections military
deployment following Supreme Court-
ordered reruns, creating what Kagwanja
(2018) calls "securitized democracy."

saw  extensive
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Conversely, Ghana's 2020 elections
successfully relied on professionalized

police forces with minimal military
involvement  (Gyimah-Boadi, 2021),
offering an alternative model. The

Democratic Republic of Congo's 2018
elections demonstrated how militarization
can undermine credibility, with 34% of
polling stations in conflict zones
inaccessible to civilian observers (Carter
Center, 2019).

Functional Typology:

Military roles in elections globally can be
categorized into four functional types:

1. Regime Protection (Egypt, Belarus)

2. Transition Management (Myanmar,
Thailand)

3. Exceptional Security (USA, France)

4.  Stabilization = Missions
Afghanistan) (Lyons, 2022)

(DRC,

Effectiveness Metrics:

Empirical studies yield mixed results on
military  effectiveness in  electoral
security. While DeVore (2021) found
23% reduction in electoral violence with
military presence across 54 cases, others
note accompanying democratic costs.
Burchard's (2020) analysis of 78 elections
demonstrated that military deployment
with  15-20%
turnout in contested areas.

correlates lower voter

Legal Frameworks:
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Comparative  constitutional  analysis

reveals three regulatory models:

1. Prohibition Model (Germany, Japan) -
Constitutional bans on domestic military
use

2. Regulated Assistance Model (USA,
India) - Strict legal parameters for
deployment

3. Discretionary Model  (Nigeria,
Pakistan) - Broad executive discretion
(Neudorfer, 2018)

Emerging Challenges:

New security dimensions are reshaping
global practices:

1. Cybersecurity: Military cyber units
increasingly monitor electoral

infrastructure (NATO, 2022)

2. Disinformation: Armed forces counter

foreign influence  operations (EU

Commission, 2021)

3. Pandemic Security: Military logistics
in COVID-era elections (IDEA, 2021)

Lessons for Nigeria:

The global comparative perspective
suggests three key insights:
1. Democratic = Maturity = Matters:

Established democracies maintain firmer
civilian control (Croissant, 2020)

2. Legal Frameworks Are Crucial: Clear
laws prevent mission creep (Neudorfer,
2019)
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3. Alternative Models Exist: Ghana
shows successful civilian-led approaches
(Gyimah-Boadi, 2022)

The global panorama of military-electoral
interaction presents Nigeria with both
warnings and potential pathways. As

Nigeria's democracy matures,
international experience suggests the
urgent need to transition from

discretionary militarization to regulated,
civilian-led electoral security frameworks
(Lyons, 2023). The 2023 elections' mixed
outcomes - improved security but eroded
trust - mirror global patterns where
unchecked military involvement
ultimately ~ undermines democratic
legitimacy (Burchard, 2023). Nigeria's
challenge lies in developing context-
appropriate solutions that draw on these
global lessons while addressing local
security realities (Adekanye, 2023).

The Evolution of Military Involvement
in Nigeria's Electoral Security

The trajectory of military engagement in
Nigeria's electoral processes presents a
complex historical narrative that mirrors
the nation's political development since
independence. Scholars have identified
distinct phases in this evolution, each
reflecting the changing dynamics
between security imperatives and
democratic governance (Osaghae, 2021).
This historical analysis reveals
military roles have transformed from
peripheral actors to central figures in
election security management, with

how
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significant implications for
democratic consolidation.

Nigeria's

During Nigeria's First Republic (1960-
1966), the military maintained a largely
ceremonial presence in electoral affairs,
consistent with the British colonial
tradition of civilian-led policing (Dudley,
1982). The 1964 federal elections
exemplified this approach, with the
Nigeria Police Force assuming primary
responsibility for election security while
military units remained in barracks except
for exceptional circumstances (Kirk-
Greene, 1965). However, the Western
Region crisis of 1965 marked a pivotal
moment when the military was first
deployed to quell election-related
violence, establishing a precedent that
would later be frequently invoked (Post
& Vickers, 1973).

The prolonged period of military rule
(1966-1979) fundamentally altered the
civil-military balance, politicizing the
armed forces in unprecedented ways
(Luckham, 1971). The 1979 transition
elections, while marking a return to
civilian rule, paradoxically featured
extensive military oversight of the
electoral process through the Supreme
Military Council (Oyediran, 1981). This
period institutionalized military
involvement in electoral administration,
creating patterns that would persist into
subsequent democratic periods
(Diamond, 1988).
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The short-lived Second Republic (1979-
1983) witnessed escalating military
intervention in electoral affairs,
particularly during the controversial 1983
polls (Graf, 1988). Documented instances
from this period reveal troubling patterns:
military units provided armed escorts
exclusively for ruling party officials
(Othman, 1984), occupied opposition
strongholds in strategic states like Oyo
and Kaduna (Joseph, 1991), and engaged
in overt voter intimidation tactics in
Bendel State (Omoruyi, 1999). These
actions significantly contributed to the
collapse of democratic governance and
the subsequent military coup in
December 1983 (Falola & Thonvbere,
1985).

The (1999-
present) has witnessed a paradoxical
institutionalization of military roles in
electoral security despite the return to
civilian rule (Ibeanu, 2007). This period
reveals four significant trends in military-
electoral relations. First, deployment
figures have grown exponentially, from
70,000 personnel in 2003 (INEC, 2004)
to 310,000 in 2023 (Defense HQ, 2023).
Second, the military's
expanded  through
evolving from basic perimeter security in
1999 to complete control over electoral
logistics by 2023 (Adekanye, 2023).
Third, these expanded roles now clearly
exceed constitutional provisions outlined

current democratic era

mandate has

mission  creep,

in Section 217 of the Nigerian
Constitution (Nwankwo, 2022),
encompassing voter accreditation
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oversight, results collation security, and
political dispute mediation (Ojo, 2023).
Fourth, deployment patterns
significant regional disparities, with the
Northeast receiving counterinsurgency-
focused deployments, the Northwest
requiring banditry containment, and the
Southwest showing evidence of partisan
protection (CDD, 2023).

reveal

The 2023 general elections represent a
case study in the militarization of
Nigerian elections, demonstrating several
concerning developments. The security
apparatus initiated military operations
seven months before the elections in
August 2022 (DHQ, 2022), accompanied
by a 52% increase in security votes by
December 2022 (Budget Office, 2023).
Operational overreach became evident
through multiple violations of electoral
guidelines: military checkpoints were
established within 100 meters of polling
units contrary to Electoral Act provisions
(Yiaga Africa, 2023), soldiers routinely
accompanied INEC staff to registration
centers (EU EOM, 2023), and armed
patrols were deployed at collation centers
(ICIR, 2023). Partisan allegations marred
the process, with 47% of reported
incidents indicating military bias (CDD,
2023),  disproportionately  affecting
opposition strongholds where 68% of
incidents occurred (SBM, 2023).

Assessing the impact of military

involvement reveals contradictory
outcomes. On the security front, military

deployment achieved a 23% reduction in
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fatal electoral violence (ACLED, 2023)
and ensured 89% successful delivery of
election  materials (INEC, 2023).
However, these gains came with
significant democratic costs: an 18%
voter suppression rate in heavily
militarized areas (NOIPolls, 2023), 62%
of citizens perceiving the military as
partisan  (Afrobarometer, 2023), and
annual electoral security costs reaching
$287 million (PWC, 2023).

Comparative analysis with regional peers
highlights Nigeria's divergent trajectory.
Ghana's police-led electoral security
model, with military in reserve capacity,
maintains a 0.3% electoral violence rate
(Gyimah-Boadi, 2023). Kenya's approach
combines military deployment with
robust parliamentary oversight and
judicial review of security operations

(Kagwanja, 2022). These models contrast

sharply with Nigeria's increasingly
militarized approach.

The Nigerian experience challenges
conventional  civil-military  relations

theory through three paradoxes. The
hybridization paradox sees the military
simultaneously acting as democracy's
protector and potential threat (Adekanye,
2023). The securitization spiral describes
how each electoral cycle demands greater
militarization than its predecessor
(Nwolise, 2023). The constitutional
erosion reflects the normalization of
military roles that exceed legal mandates
(Ibeanu, 2023).
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As Nigeria stands at this critical juncture,
policy options for demilitarization
include comprehensive legal reforms to
establish clear constitutional limits on
military electoral roles and strengthen
parliamentary  oversight (Nwankwo,
2023). Capacity building initiatives
should focus on professionalizing police
electoral  security capabilities and
developing civilian threat assessment
units (Ojo, 2023). Regional learning
opportunities exist in adapting Ghana's
community policing model and Kenya's
judicial review system (Gyimah-Boadi,
2023).

This historical perspective underscores
the urgent need to rebalance security
requirements with democratic imperatives
as Nigeria approaches future electoral
cycles (Ibeanu, 2023). The military's role
must transition from frontline electoral
actors to last-resort defenders of
constitutional order, preserving both
election security and democratic integrity
(Adekanye, 2023). The challenge lies in
developing context-specific solutions that
address  Nigeria's security
challenges while upholding democratic

norms and civil liberties.

unique

Case Studies of Military Intervention
in Nigerian Elections: A Critical
Examination

The involvement of Nigeria's military in
electoral processes has evolved through
several defining moments that reveal the
complex interplay between security
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imperatives and democratic governance.
Three pivotal election cycles - 2007,
2015, and 2019 - demonstrate distinct
patterns of military intervention and their
consequences for Nigeria's political
development (Ibeanu, 2023). These case
studies provide valuable insights into
how temporary security measures have
gradually  become institutionalized
features of Nigeria's electoral landscape.

The 2007 general elections represented a
watershed moment in Nigeria's electoral
security framework. Conducted under
President Obasanjo's  administration,
these elections witnessed the deployment
of approximately 70,000 military
personnel  nationwide, marking a
significant escalation from previous
cycles (INEC, 2007). The
security strategy focused on three primary
objectives: protecting electoral materials
in high-risk like
Anambra (Jega, 2012), providing armed
escorts for INEC officials in conflict-
prone regions (Nwolise, 2008), and
maintaining rapid response units for
electoral violence hotspots (Omotola,
2010). While these measures reduced
ballot box snatching by 40% compared to
the 2003 elections (EU EOM, 2007), they
also produced significant negative
Documented cases

electoral

states Rivers and

consequences.
revealed voter suppression estimated at
22% in opposition strongholds (ANPP
Report, 2008), 147 incidents of military
partisanship (CDHR, 2008), and the
escalation of pre-existing communal
conflicts in Plateau State (Higazi, 2011).
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The European Union Election
Observation Mission's (2007)
characterization of these elections as "the
worst witnessed since 1999" underscored
the paradoxical outcomes of militarized
elections - improved physical security at
the cost of electoral integrity and
democratic norms (Mustapha, 2010).

The 2015 elections presented a unique
case study as they occurred against the
backdrop of the Boko Haram insurgency,
requiring the military to simultaneously
perform counterinsurgency operations
and election security duties (Onuoha,
2014). This dual mandate resulted in
unprecedented  developments,
including the creation of "Operation Safe
Conduct" involving 150,000 personnel
(DHQ, 2015), the integration of election
security with counterterrorism operations
in the Northeast (Campbell, 2015), and
the first-time deployment of military
cyber units to protect electronic voting
(Omeni, 2017).  Security
outcomes showed measurable
improvements, with a 62% reduction in
election-related fatalities compared to
2011 (ACLED, 2015), successful conduct
of elections in 75% of previously
inaccessible areas (ICG, 2015), and 89%
safe delivery of electoral materials in
conflict zones (INEC, 2015). However,
these achievements were tempered by
concerning developments such as military
overreach in Rivers State where soldiers
occupied collation centers (Amnesty,
2015), partisan deployment patterns
favoring the opposition in Southwest

several

systems
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states (Premium Times, 2015), and
prolonged military occupation of some
local government areas post-election
(HRW, 2016). The 2015 elections thus
demonstrated both the necessity and risks
of military involvement during complex
security situations, while also marking
the beginning of institutionalized
military-civilian security partnerships for
elections (Nwankwo, 2016; Ebo, 2016).

By the 2019 electoral cycle, military
involvement in elections had become
fully institutionalized within Nigeria's
political system (Ibeanu, 2020). This
normalization process manifested through
several concerning developments. The
security apparatus initiated preemptive
militarization six months before the
elections (DHQ, 2018), framing military
exercises as "election security rehearsals"

(Vanguard, 2018). The military's
operational mandate expanded
dramatically to include direct

involvement in voter registration (INEC,
2019), armed escorts for PVC distribution
(Punch, 2019), and security provision for
political party primaries (ThisDay, 2018).
Regional deployment patterns revealed
significant disparities, with the Northeast
receiving counterinsurgency-focused
deployments (ICG, 2019), the Southeast
experiencing over-policing of opposition
areas (CDD, 2019), and the Northwest
requiring  banditry-related  operations
(ISS, 2019). The consequences of this
extensive militarization included a 38%
voter turnout decline in heavily
militarized zones (NOIPolls, 2019), 214

JPIR VOL 1 NO 2 (2025)

documented incidents of  military
interference (Yiaga Africa, 2019), and
security expenditures reaching $195
million (Budget Office, 2019). The 2019
elections thus demonstrated how military
personnel had come to routinely perform
functions far beyond their constitutional
mandate, signaling the full normalization
of militarized elections in Nigeria
(Adekanye, 2020).

A longitudinal analysis of these case
studies reveals several concerning trends.
Military  deployment figures have
escalated dramatically, from 70,000
personnel in 2007 to 210,000 in 2019
(DHQ Archives). Operational roles have
expanded from basic perimeter security in
2007 to comprehensive
throughout the entire electoral process by
2019.
correspondingly, from $87 million in
2007 to $195 million in 2019 (CBN
Reports). Most troubling are the
democratic costs, including a progressive
decline in voter confidence
(Afrobarometer  Surveys) and the
normalization of military presence in
civilian political spaces (Ojo, 2020).

involvement

Financial costs have risen

These  empirical
conventional  civil-military
theory in several important ways. They

cases  challenge

relations
reveal a security-democracy paradox
where military presence enhances short-
term security while undermining long-
term democratic consolidation (Diamond,
2020). They demonstrate how temporary
security measures become permanent
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features  through a  process  of
normalization of exception (Adekanye,
2021). Most significantly, they show the
gradual constitutional erosion that occurs
when military roles expand beyond legal
frameworks without adequate checks and
balances (Nwankwo, 2021).

The lessons from these case studies
suggest several policy imperatives for
future electoral cycles. Legal reforms
must establish clear statutory limits on
military electoral roles while enhancing
parliamentary  oversight —mechanisms
(Ojo, 2022; Nwolise, 2022). Alternative
security models should be developed,
including police-led election
frameworks  and  civilian
architectures  (Gyimah-Boadi, 2022;
Ibeanu, 2022). Regional cooperation
through ECOWAS protocols on electoral
security
experience could provide valuable
templates for reform (ECOWAS, 2021;
CDD Ghana, 2022).

security
peace

and lessons from Ghana's

These  historical  cases  ultimately
demonstrate ~ that  while  military
involvement may address immediate
security needs, it creates long-term

institutional challenges for democratic
governance (Adekanye, 2023). As
Nigeria continues its democratic journey,
the experiences from these pivotal
elections underscore the urgent need to
strike a more sustainable balance between
electoral security and democratic norms
(Ibeanu, 2023). The challenge lies in
developing security frameworks that
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protect the electoral process without
compromising its fundamental
democratic character.

2.5 Gaps in the Literature

The scholarly examination of military
involvement in  Nigeria's electoral
processes, while growing, contains
several significant lacunae that hinder
comprehensive understanding of this
complex phenomenon. Despite numerous
studies documenting the trend of
militarized elections, critical dimensions
remain either understudied or require
more nuanced analytical approaches
(Adekanye,  2023). This  section
systematically identifies five major gaps
in current and proposes
corresponding  directions  for
inquiry to advance knowledge in this
field.

research
future

A conspicuous gap exists in the analysis

of state-level variations in military
deployment patterns. The predominant
focus on national-level studies (Ibeanu,
2023) has obscured important subnational
differences, particularly why states like
Rivers and Kano consistently receive
disproportionate military presence during
elections compared to others (CDD,
2022). This oversight is especially
significant Nigeria's  federal
structure and the political economy
underlying security resource allocation
(Nwolise, 2023). Future research should
employ comparative state-level analysis

to investigate the criteria determining

given
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deployment scales, the relationship
between state governments' political
affiliations and security arrangements,
and variations in civil-military relations
across geopolitical zones (Ebo, 2023).

The literature also lacks longitudinal
studies  examining the long-term
democratic  impacts  of  military
involvement in elections. While existing
research documents immediate effects,
the cumulative consequences across
multiple electoral cycles remain poorly
understood (Diamond, 2023). Critical
questions persist about how militarized
elections  influence political
socialization over time, the generational
effects of normalizing military roles in
and the institutional
memory impacts on
management bodies (Jega, 2023). Panel
surveys and intergenerational
could provide valuable insights into these
enduring effects (Afrobarometer, 2023).

voter

civil processes,
electoral

studies

Gender
elections

of  militarized
another
(Badmus,
evidence

dimensions
represent severely
2022).
Preliminary that
military presence differentially affects
female voter participation patterns
(NOIPolls, 2022), alters gender-based
electoral violence dynamics (Amnesty,
2023), and shapes women candidates'
campaign experiences (YIAGA, 2023).
Feminist security studies approaches
could yield significant theoretical and

understudied area

indicates

empirical advances in understanding
these gendered impacts (Enloe, 2022).
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Surprisingly, researchers have largely
neglected the macroeconomic
implications of electoral militarization
(PWC, 2023). The field would benefit
from rigorous cost-benefit analyses
comparing military versus police-led
security models, investigations into the
economic  consequences of  voter
suppression in militarized zones, and
examinations of how military budget
allocations for election security divert
resources from conventional defense
needs (CBN, 2023). Political economy
frameworks appear particularly well-
suited to explore these dimensions (Ake,
2023).

Additionally, the interplay
between state military forces and non-

complex

state armed groups during -elections
demands deeper scholarly
(Onuoha, 2023). Key

investigation include how militant groups
adapt their strategies in response to
military deployments, the nature of
informal negotiations between security
forces and political thugs, and the arms
proliferation consequences of large-scale
electoral security operations (ISS, 2023).

attention
areas for

Conflict ecology approaches could prove
particularly valuable in unpacking these
multifaceted interactions (Reno, 2023).

Emerging research frontiers present
several promising directions for scholarly
inquiry. The digital dimensions of
military involvement—including cyber
units' roles in election security (Omeni,
2023), social media monitoring by
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security forces (Premium Times, 2023),

and technology-enabled voter
surveillance (SERAP, 2023)—require
urgent  examination. Psychological

impacts, encompassing voter trauma in
militarized environments (WHO, 2023),
security force stress and decision-making
(ICRC, 2023), and collective memory of
electoral violence (NPI, 2023), represent
another  crucial Comparative
regional studies drawing lessons from
Ghana's  successful  demilitarization
(Gyimah-Boadi, 2023), analyzing
ECOWAS security protocols (Adeleke,
2023), and examining hybrid security
models in post-conflict states (Ebo, 2023)
could provide valuable policy insights.

arca.

Current research suffers from three

significant methodological limitations
that should

overreliance on elite interviews at the

future studies address:
expense of grassroots perspectives (CDD,
2023), absence of comprehensive datasets
on military electoral conduct (SBM,
2023), and insufficient use of mixed-
methods approaches to capture the
phenomenon's (Ibeanu,

2023). The Nigerian case also challenges

complexity

frameworks,
innovative

existing theoretical
suggesting the
concepts like "postcolonial militarization"
theories that account for colonial legacies
(Adebayo, 2023), security
' models capturing multi-actor
dynamics  (Nwolise,  2023), and
"democratic security dilemma"
frameworks that balance rights and safety

concerns (Adekanye, 2023).

need for

"electoral
complex'
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For research to effectively inform policy,
studies should prioritize three areas:
developing legal frameworks to delimit
military  roles (Nwankwo, 2023),
designing robust civilian oversight
mechanisms (Ojo, 2023), and modeling
alternative security architectures (Ibeanu,
2023). Addressing these gaps will require
coordinated  interdisciplinary  efforts
combining security studies, political
science, and economics; methodological
incorporating big data
analytics, GIS mapping, and longitudinal
designs; and stronger policy-academic
partnerships involving INEC, NSCDC,
and civil society organizations.

innovations

As Nigeria prepares for future electoral
cycles, systematically addressing these
research gaps becomes imperative for
developing evidence-based reforms that
effectively balance legitimate security
needs with democratic consolidation
(Diamond,  2023). The  scholarly
community has both the opportunity and
responsibility to generate knowledge that
can guide Nigeria toward electoral
security frameworks that protect both the
integrity of elections and the principles of
democratic governance.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The study employs a convergent parallel
mixed-method design, where qualitative
and quantitative
simultaneously, analyzed separately, and
then integrated to provide a holistic
perspective. This approach is suitable for

data are collected
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addressing the research questions, which
require both descriptive insights (e.g.,
challenges faced by monitoring bodies)
and empirical evidence (e.g.,
perceptions). Target Population: Election
monitoring officials, security personnel,
political candidates, and voters in Oyo
State. Purposive Sampling: Used to select
16 interviewees (4 respondents per
research question) from key stakeholder
groups (e.g., INEC officials, police
officers,  civil observers).
Instrument: interviews

voter

society
Semi-structured
with open-ended questions aligned to the
research questions.

Effectiveness of the Military in
Ensuring Security during the 2023
General Elections in Oyo State

The Nigerian military's effectiveness in
securing the 2023 general elections in
Oyo State demonstrated both significant
achievements and notable limitations.
Through a comprehensive analysis of
violence reduction, protection of electoral
materials, operational efficiency, and
public perception, we can assess the
military's performance in
maintaining electoral security.

overall

In terms of violence reduction, empirical
data shows the military made substantial
The Independent National
Commission (INEC, 2023)
reported a 23% decrease in electoral
violence compared to the 2019 elections,
particularly in historically volatile areas
such as Ibadan North, Ogbomosho, and

progress.
Electoral
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Saki. This improvement was largely
attributed to the military's "Operation
Safe Conduct" initiative, which
implemented strategic checkpoints, aerial
surveillance, and rapid response teams
across the state (Defense Headquarters
Report, 2023). However, these security
gains were not uniformly distributed, as
some areas continued to experience
violence due to inadequate troop
coverage and delayed response times
(Olaniyi, 2021).

The military's role in protecting electoral
materials proved crucial for maintaining
the election's integrity. INEC and
independent observer groups confirmed
that 89% of sensitive materials, including
ballot papers, BVAS machines, and result
sheets, reached their destinations without
incident (INEC Annual Report, 2023).
This success was achieved through armed
escorts for INEC officials and round-the-
clock surveillance of storage facilities
(Bello, 2023). Nevertheless, rural areas
like Ibarapa faced logistical challenges
due to poor infrastructure, resulting in
isolated security breaches (Ogunleye,
2023).

Operational  effectiveness  depended
heavily on inter-agency coordination
between the military, Nigeria Police
Force, and Nigeria Security and Civil
Defence Corps. While joint task forces
successfully secured high-risk zones by
combining police intelligence with
military resources (Durojaiye & Olufemi,

2023), operational inefficiencies emerged

ADESANYA Akorede Emmanuel.

396




JOURNAL OF POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (JPIR)

from overlapping mandates and inter-
agency rivalries. A notable example
occurred in Oyo East, where conflicting
directives between military and police
commanders delayed responses to violent
incidents (Okoro & Ajayi, 2023).

Public perception presented one of the
most significant challenges to the
military's effectiveness. Afrobarometer
surveys (2023) revealed that 62% of Oyo
State voters questioned the military's
neutrality, reports of
soldiers appearing to favor the ruling
party. These perceptions were fueled by
instances of selective curfew enforcement
in opposition areas and voter intimidation
in competitive constituencies (Adepoju,
2023; CDD Election Report, 2023). Such
perceptions persisted despite objectively
security-focused military actions,
significantly undermining public trust in
the electoral process.

with numerous

When compared to previous election
cycles, the 2023 elections demonstrated a
marked increase in military involvement.
Nationwide deployments grew from
150,000 personnel in 2015 to 310,000 in
2023 (DHQ Archives), while military
roles expanded beyond
perimeter security to
accreditation oversight and collation
center security (Ibeanu, 2023). While this
expanded presence contributed to reduced
violence, it also raised constitutional
concerns about the militarization of
democratic processes (Adekanye, 2023).

traditional

include voter
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The military's performance reveals a
pattern of measurable successes tempered
by persistent challenges. Security
improvements included the significant
reduction in electoral violence and
successful  protection of electoral
materials. However, these achievements
were offset by ongoing issues such as
logistical limitations in rural areas, public
distrust  stemming from perceived
partiality, and coordination difficulties
with other security agencies. These
findings suggest that while the military
remains essential for electoral security,
reforms are needed to address current
shortcomings. Potential improvements
include establishing clearer rules of
engagement  to
strengthening
mechanisms
Consultative

neutrality,
oversight
Inter-Agency
on Election

ensure
civilian
like the
Committee
Security (ICCES), and enhancing police
capabilities to reduce excessive reliance
on military forces (Gyimah-Boadi, 2022).

The military's involvement in the 2023
Oyo State elections ultimately produced
mixed results. While their presence
undoubtedly contributed to a more secure
electoral environment compared to
previous cycles, persistent challenges in
coordination, public perception,
operational limitations indicate room for
significant  improvement in

electoral security arrangements.

and

future

To further explain the Effectiveness of the
Military in Ensuring Security During the
2023 General Elections in Oyo State, an
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interview was conducted among four
different individuals.

How would you rate the military’s
effectiveness in curbing election
violence?

Officer Bola: 7/10 effectiveness. While
they prevented large-scale violence in
urban centers like Ibadan, rural areas like
Ibarapa still experienced 12 incidents of
ballot box snatching.

Ms.  Chioma: 5/10. Their presence
reduced physical violence by 23% but
created voter intimidation - 62% of
women avoided polls with soldiers.

Mr. Ade: 6.5/10. Materials delivery was
89% successful, but 17% of polling units
reported  military  interference  in
accreditation.

Alhaji Sani: 4/10 in my domain. Soldiers
arrived 3 hours late during the Saki clash,
allowing 2 fatalities.

Security Challenges Influencing
Military Involvement in Oyo State
During the Elections

The deployment of military forces during
Oyo State's 2023 general elections was
necessitated by a complex security
environment characterized by multiple
interlocking challenges. These security
concerns  created  conditions  that
demanded military intervention, while
simultaneously presenting obstacles that
limited the effectiveness of such
involvement. The security landscape can
be understood through several key
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dimensions that collectively shaped the
military's role in the electoral process.

Oyo State's pre-election security situation
presented numerous threats that directly
impacted electoral security planning.
Long-standing ethno-political tensions,
particularly between Yoruba communities
and migrant populations in regions like
Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun, intensified
significantly in the months preceding the
elections. The of groups
advocating for Yoruba self-determination
and ongoing conflicts between herders
and farmers created volatile flashpoints
that local law enforcement struggled to
contain. A particularly severe outbreak of
violence in Shaki and Iseyin resulted in
mass displacement and necessitated the

activities

declaration of a 48-hour curfew enforced
by military personnel. This
demonstrated the inability of civilian
security forces to manage large-scale
unrest without military support.

incident

Compounding these tensions was the
widespread proliferation of small arms
throughout the state. Recent surveys
documented a dramatic 40% increase in
the circulation of illegal
compared to the previous election cycle,
with weapons readily
political thugs and ethnic militias. This
armament imbalance left police forces
frequently outgunned and unable to
guarantee the safety of electoral officials
or materials. The military's superior

firearms

available to

firepower and training became essential
to counter these armed groups, though
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their presence also risked escalating
confrontations.

further
calculus.

Rural  security  challenges
complicated the security

Banditry and kidnapping operations in
areas like Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun
threatened both the electoral process and
basic governance functions. INEC staff
required military protection to conduct
voter registration and deliver materials to
remote polling stations, while ordinary
hesitated to participate in
electoral activities due to safety concerns.

citizens

These rural security gaps revealed the

limitations of Nigeria's conventional
security  architecture in  addressing
contemporary threats.

Operational ~ challenges  significantly

constrained the military's effectiveness

despite its expanded role. Chronic
underfunding and equipment shortages
left many units ill-prepared for election
security duties. Reports indicated that

nearly 40% of deployed military vehicles

were non-functional, while
communication  equipment  failures
created coordination problems. These

logistical deficiencies were particularly
acute in Oyo's rural hinterlands, where
poor road networks and limited
telecommunications
hampered rapid response capabilities. The
military's inability to maintain consistent
patrols in remote areas like Iganna and
Kisi created security vacuums that violent

actors exploited.

infrastructure
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Coordination problems between security
agencies further undermined election
security efforts. While joint operations
between the military, police, and civil
defense corps were formally established,
institutional rivalries and unclear chains
of command frequently paralyzed
responses to emerging threats. A notable
incident in Oyo East, where conflicting
orders between military and police
commanders delayed intervention during
an attack on a collation center,
highlighted these systemic coordination
failures. Such incidents eroded public
confidence in the security forces' ability
to protect the electoral process.

Political factors significantly influenced
the military's election security operations,
often compromising perceived neutrality.
Deployment patterns
disproportionate military presence in
opposition strongholds compared to areas
supporting the ruling party. Numerous
reports documented instances where
military personnel appeared to selectively
enforce restrictions on opposition party
agents and supporters. These perceptions
of partisanship were exacerbated by the

showed

federal government's direct control over
military deployments without adequate

transparency measures or oversight
mechanisms.
Legal and constitutional ambiguities

created additional complications for
military involvement in electoral security.
Nigeria's  constitutional  framework

clearly limits the military's domestic role
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to territorial defense, yet successive
elections have seen an expansion of
military functions into areas traditionally
reserved for civilian law enforcement.
This role expansion occurred without
corresponding  legal  reforms  or
accountability structures, leaving military
personnel operating in a gray zone with
unclear rules of engagement. The lack of
effective mechanisms to investigate and
address alleged military misconduct
during elections further undermined
public trust in the security arrangements.

When  compared ~ with  regional
counterparts like Ghana, which has
successfully  implemented police-led
election security models, Oyo State's
reliance on military forces reflects
broader institutional weaknesses in
Nigeria's civilian security architecture.
The military's necessary but problematic
involvement highlights the urgent need
for comprehensive security sector reform
to address both immediate electoral
security challenges and longer-term

democratic governance concerns.

The military's participation in Oyo State's
2023 elections ultimately represented a
pragmatic response to genuine security
threats, but one that was undermined by

systemic  limitations and political
manipulation. Moving forward,
meaningful reforms must focus on
depoliticizing  security  deployments,
modernizing equipment and
infrastructure, clarifying legal

frameworks, and strengthening civilian
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mechanisms.
such comprehensive
Nigeria develop election security
protocols that effectively balance public
safety requirements with democratic
principles and respect for civil liberties.

oversight Only through

measures can

To further explain the Security
Challenges Influencing Military
Involvement in Oyo State During the
Elections, an interview was conducted
among four different individuals.

Officer Bola: 40% of our vehicles broke
down. I led troops on foot for 8km to
Ogbomaosho hotspot.

Ms. Chioma: Partisan deployments -
72% of checkpoints were in opposition
strongholds.

Mr. Ade: Communication failures left 23
units unreachable for 4+ hours during
critical incidents.

Alhaji Sani: Politicians redirected 3
platoons from crisis zones to guard VIP
homes instead.

How did these challenges affect
security outcomes?

Officer Bola: Delayed responses caused
14 preventable attacks - we lost 3 ballot
boxes in Ibarapa.

Ms. Chioma: Partial deployments

skewed participation - opposition areas
saw 15% lower turnout.
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Mr. Ade: INEC suspended operations in
9 units due to security gaps from broken
communications.

Alhaji Sani: Our people lost trust when
soldiers abandoned them during the Saki
market attack.

Extent of Military Involvement in
Electoral Security and Its Impact on
Election Results in Oyo State

The 2023 general elections in Oyo State
represented a watershed moment in the
militarization of Nigeria's electoral
processes, with the
assuming an expansive security role that
fundamentally transformed the conduct
and outcomes of the polls (Adekanye,
2023). This analysis examines the full
spectrum of military engagement across
the electoral cycle and assesses its
tangible consequences on voting patterns
and election results through

armed forces

comprehensive evidence

(Ibeanu, 2023).

empirical

The military's involvement followed a
tripartite operational structure that began
months before election day (Defense
Headquarters Report, 2023). During the
pre-election phase from August 2022 to
February 2023, security forces conducted
seventeen coordinated "show of force"
exercises across all thirty-three local
government deliberately
demonstrating military presence in
potential flashpoints (Oyo State Security
Command, 2023). These

areas,

exercises
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coincided with the securing of 284
Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) facilities during the
critical Permanent Voter Card distribution
period (INEC Logistics Report, 2023).
The Nigerian Army Training Command
simultaneously prepared 1,450 personnel
through specialized electoral security
training programs, though post-election
evaluations would later reveal significant
gaps in this preparation (Nigerian Army
Training Command Report, 2023).

On election day itself, the military
deployed an unprecedented 12,000
personnel to secure 4,783 polling units
across the state (DHQ After-Action
Report, 2023). This massive deployment
facilitated armed escorts for 89% of
sensitive electoral materials, contributing
to relatively smooth logistics operations
(INEC, 2023). The security architecture
combined 147 static checkpoints with 72
patrol routes, creating an
omnipresent security blanket that visibly
altered the electoral environment (CDD
Election Report, 2023). In the post-
election phase, military units maintained
tight security around 31 collation centers

mobile

for 72 hours and sustained visible patrols
in fourteen identified flashpoints for two
weeks, while jointly investigating 47
cases of electoral violence with police
counterparts (Amnesty International,

2023).

Statistical analysis of electoral data
reveals stark correlations between

military presence and voting outcomes
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(INEC Statistical Report, 2023). Areas
with high military deployment recorded
significantly lower voter turnout (31.2%)
compared to zones with minimal security
presence  (42.7%), a  statistically
significant difference (p=0.003) (CLEEN
Foundation Analysis, 2023). Similarly,
the percentage of collected Permanent
Voter Cards actually used for voting
showed a 14-point gap between high-
security (68%) and low-security (82%)
areas (Yiaga Africa Report, 2023). While
military presence correlated with reduced
violence (0.7 incidents per 1000 voters
versus 2.1 in less secured areas), it also
coincided with depressed opposition vote
shares (38% versus 52% in comparable
areas) (EU EOM, 2023).

Geospatial ~analysis of deployment
patterns reveals concerning trends in
military  positioning (Yiaga Africa
Hotspot Map, 2023). Seventy-two percent
of high-visibility deployments
concentrated in  just local
government areas with closely contested
races, while opposition strongholds like
Ibadan South-West and Oyo East
received three times more static

seven

checkpoints than ruling party bastions
(SERAP Legal Analysis, 2023). Most
troublingly, 68% of documented military
interference incidents occurred within
500 meters of critical collation centers,
suggesting targeted presence around
electoral nerve centers (CDD Observer

Reports, 2023).

JPIR VOL 1 NO 2 (2025)

The military's expanded role created
profound constitutional and normative
dilemmas (Nwankwo, 2022). Legal
analyses determined that 63% of military
activities, including voter accreditation
oversight and results escort, lacked clear
statutory authorization (SERAP, 2023).
An accountability deficit emerged as only
12% of 214 alleged rights violations
underwent proper investigation (Amnesty
International, 2023). Institutional
memory proved weak, with 41% of junior
officers reporting no specific training on
electoral rules and procedures (Army
Training Evaluation, 2023).

A micro-analysis of Ibadan North LGA, a
bellwether constituency, illustrates these
dynamics vividly (EU EOM, 2023). With
one soldier deployed per 85 voters -
nearly five times the state average - the
LGA recorded nineteen separate incidents
of voter suppression (CDD Observer
Reports, 2023). Opposition vote share
plummeted 23% from 2019 levels despite
pre-election polling predictions, while
fourteen INEC staff members reported
receiving unsolicited "advice" from
military personnel during result collation
(Premium Times, 2023).

Comparative analysis with neighboring
states highlights Oyo's distinctive security
approach (CDD Comparative Report,
2023). While Lagos maintained more
restrained deployments (one soldier per
220 voters) and Ekiti prioritized police-
led security, Oyo's militarization pattern
most closely resembled Osun State's,
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though with markedly more neutrality
complaints (Gyimah-Boadi, 2022). These
variations suggest that security strategies
responded more to political calculations

than  objective  threat assessments
(Adekanye, 2023).
The findings align with Andreas

Schedler's (2013) theory of electoral
authoritarianism, demonstrating how
security forces can transform from neutral
arbiters into "arena controllers" that shape
electoral competition through selective
enforcement and spatial dominance. The
Oyo case exemplifies how militarization
can produce superficial compliance while
eroding democratic legitimacy (Ibeanu,
2023).

In conclusion, the military's extensive
involvement in Oyo's 2023 elections
demonstrably
outcomes  through  three
mechanisms: structural impacts on voter

influenced electoral

primary

participation,  spatial  distortion  of
political competition, and procedural
influence on  result management
(Adekanye, 2023). While achieving
short-term  security  gains,  these
interventions raised fundamental

questions about democratic quality that
demand urgent policy
including constitutional clarification of
military roles (Nwankwo, 2022), robust
civilian oversight mechanisms (SERAP,
2023), and exploration of alternative
security models for future -elections
(Gyimah-Boadi, 2022). The Oyo
experience serves as both a cautionary

responses -
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tale and a roadmap for reforming
Nigeria's approach to electoral security
(Ibeanu, 2023).

To further explain the Extent of Military

Involvement in Electoral Security and Its
Impact on Election Results in Oyo State,
an interview was conducted among four

different individuals.

Impact of Military Presence on Voter
Behavior, Political Participation, and
the Electoral Process

The extensive military deployment during
Oyo State's 2023 elections had profound
and multifaceted effects on voter
psychology, political engagement, and the
overall process (Adekanye,
2023). Drawing upon comprehensive
voter surveys, observational studies, and
comparative electoral data, this analysis
reveals how  militarization shaped
democratic participation in both visible

and subtle ways (Ibeanu, 2023).

electoral

The psychological impact on voters
emerged as one of the most significant
consequences of military involvement
(CDD, 2023). Empirical data from the
Oyo State Voter Survey (2023)
demonstrates that 62% of respondents in
heavily militarized areas reported feeling
intimidated by the presence of armed
soldiers at polling units. This intimidation
effect manifested differently
demographic groups, with women and

across
elderly voters showing particularly acute

stress responses (NOIPolls, 2023). The
NOIPolls Gender Analysis (2023) found
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that 68% of female voters actively
avoided polling stations with prominent
military  presence, suggesting that
security measures inadvertently created
barriers to participation for vulnerable
groups (Amnesty International, 2023).
These psychological impacts were
quantified through the CDD
Psychological Assessment (2023), which
recorded anxiety levels 37% higher in
locations with visible armed patrols
compared to areas secured primarily by
police forces.

The quantifiable effects on electoral
participation reveal clear patterns of
depressed engagement in militarized
zones (INEC, 2023). Official INEC data
(2023) shows an 11.5 percentage point
gap in voter turnout between high-
security (31.2%) and low-security
(42.7%) areas. This participation deficit
extended beyond election day itself, as
evidenced by an 11% lower Permanent
Voter Card collection rate in heavily
militarized communities (Yiaga Africa,
2023). The presence of military forces
also altered the dynamics of electoral
observation, with Yiaga Africa (2023)
reporting 22% fewer observer teams in
high-security areas and the EU Election
Observation Mission (2023) documenting

military interference in voter
accreditation processes at 37% of
observed polling units.

Geospatial analysis uncovers distinct
spatial and temporal patterns in voter
behavior (SBM Intelligence, 2023).
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Turnout depression was most pronounced
within immediate proximity to military
checkpoints, with a 15.3% participation
drop recorded within 200-meter radii
(CDD, 2023). The temporal dimension
revealed particularly stark effects during
evening voting hours (4-6pm), when
militarized zones saw 42% fewer voters
compared to areas with lighter security
presence (EU EOM, 2023). Rural
communities experienced more severe
participation suppression (13.7% decline)
than urban areas (8.2% decline), likely
due to the more intrusive nature of
security operations in smaller, tight-knit
communities (NOIPolls, 2023).

The political consequences of
militarization extended beyond voter
behavior to reshape candidate strategies
and party operations (Adekanye, 2023).
The CDD Candidate Survey (2023) found
that 68% of opposition
significantly reduced campaign activities
in heavily militarized local government
areas, while ruling parties exploited the
security environment to deploy 3.2 times
more polling agents than their opponents
in high-security zones (Premium Times,
2023). These asymmetrical effects
created uneven playing fields that
fundamentally altered the competitive
dynamics of the election (Ibeanu, 2023).

candidates

Comparative  analysis  with  other
southwestern  states  highlights  the
distinctive nature of Oyo's experience
(CDD Comparative Report, 2023). While
Lagos maintained similar security
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challenges, it achieved markedly better
participation rates with only a 6.2%
turnout reduction (The Cable, 2023).

Ekiti's police-led security approach
proved  particularly  effective  in
encouraging female participation,

recording 72% turnout among women
voters (Gyimah-Boadi, 2023). Osun
State's hybrid security model, combining
limited military presence with robust
community policing, resulted in 23%
lower voter anxiety levels than observed
in Oyo (SERAP, 2023).

Emerging research points to concerning
long-term effects on democratic culture
(Afrobarometer, 2023). The
Afrobarometer survey (2023) found that
54% of voters in heavily militarized areas
reported diminished confidence in
electoral integrity. This erosion of trust
appears to have lasting consequences,
with youth participation in subsequent
local elections declining by 18% (Yiaga
Africa, 2023). Perhaps most alarmingly,
the National Peace Institute (2023)
documented a 42% increase in election-
related trauma cases, suggesting that the
psychological scars of militarized
elections may persist long after the polls
close.

These findings carry significant policy
implications for future electoral security
arrangements (Nwankwo, 2023). They
underscore the need for comprehensive
security sector reforms that balance
physical protection with psychological
comfort for wvoters (Gyimah-Boadi,
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2023). Specific recommendations include
developing  gender-sensitive  security
protocols (Amnesty International, 2023),
enhancing military training on civilian
engagement (DHQ, 2023), and exploring

alternative ~ security =~ models  that
emphasize community policing and
intelligence-led  operations  (Ibeanu,

2023). The ultimate challenge lies in
designing security frameworks that
protect both the safety of electoral
participants and the integrity of
democratic processes (Adekanye, 2023),
ensuring that security measures facilitate
rather than inhibit genuine political
participation (SERAP, 2023).

To further explain the Impact of Military
Presence on Voter Behavior, Political
Participation, and the Electoral Process,
an interview was conducted among four
different individuals.

Did voters perceive military presence
as protective or intimidating?

Officer Bola: Urban voters felt safer
(65% approval) but rural folks were
terrified (82% fear).

Ms. Chioma: Gender gap stark - 68% of
women avoided polls with soldiers versus
41% of men.

Mr. Ade: Youth turnout dropped 18% in

militarized zones - they cited ‘army
harassment'.
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Alhaji Sani: Our elders stayed home after
soldiers demanded PVCs from only
certain ethnic groups.

CONCLUSION

The findings of this study present a
nuanced assessment of the military's role
in ensuring security during the 2023
general elections in Oyo State. While the
military's intervention was instrumental
in  mitigating large-scale electoral
and safeguarding critical
electoral materials, several challenges

violence

emerged that underscore the complexities
of militarized elections.

The military demonstrated notable
effectiveness in urban centers such as
Ibadan, where strategic operations like
"Operation Safe Conduct" contributed to
a 23% reduction in electoral violence
compared to the 2019 elections. The
protection of  sensitive  materials,
including ballot papers and BVAS
machines, was largely successful, with
89% reaching their destinations without
incident—a testament to the military's
logistical capabilities. However, this
success was not uniformly replicated
across the state. Rural areas, particularly
Ibarapa and Oke-Ogun, faced persistent
security gaps due to inadequate troop
coverage, delayed response times, and
poor infrastructure, which allowed
isolated incidents of violence to persist.

Beyond operational challenges, the study
revealed deeper issues related to public
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perception and democratic integrity. A
significant portion of the electorate—
62%, according to Afrobarometer
surveys—viewed the military's presence
with suspicion, citing instances of
perceived partiality, such as selective
enforcement of curfews in opposition
strongholds and disproportionate
deployments in politically contested
areas. This erosion of trust had tangible
consequences: voter turnout in heavily
militarized zones was markedly lower
(31.2%) compared to areas with minimal
military ~ presence  (42.7%).  The
psychological impact on vulnerable
groups, particularly women and rural
voters, further highlighted the unintended
consequences of militarization, with 68%
of female respondents avoiding polling
units where soldiers
deployed.

were  visibly

The military's expanded role also raised
ethical
Activities such as voter accreditation
oversight and collation center security,
which lack clear statutory authorization,
blurred the lines between
provision and electoral

constitutional and concerns.

security
interference.
Geospatial analysis revealed troubling
patterns, including the clustering of
military checkpoints near opposition
strongholds and reports of coercion in at
least 8 polling units. These findings align
with broader theoretical frameworks,
such as Schedler's concept of electoral
authoritarianism, which warns of security
forces acting as "arena controllers" rather
than neutral arbiters.
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In conclusion, the military's involvement
in Oyo State's 2023 elections exemplifies
the dual-edged nature of militarized
electoral security. While its presence
achieved short-term stability, the long-
term  costs—eroded  public  trust,
suppressed  participation, and the
normalization of military overreach—
pose significant risks to democratic
consolidation. The study thus underscores
the urgent need to reevaluate Nigeria's
reliance on military solutions for electoral
security and to explore alternative models
that prioritize both safety and democratic
integrity.

To address the identified challenges and
enhance future electoral security, the
following recommendations are
proposed: the legislative arm should
amend the Electoral Act to clearly define
the military’s role in elections, limiting
their mandate to perimeter security and
emergency response while prohibiting
involvement in accreditation or collation
processes. The Federal
through an independent body should
strengthen the Inter-Agency Consultative
Committee on Election Security (ICCES)
with independent monitors to ensure
accountability for military conduct during
transparent, threat-
based deployment criteria to prevent
partisan bias, with oversight from civil
society groups like INEC and the
National Human Rights Commission.

government

elections. Ensure
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